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COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS
Florida is behind many states in the preservation of local
history. Our Florida Historical Society is accomplishing much
for the State’s history, but we can do little beyond encouragement at the county, town, and community levels; and in the
aggregate those histories are of greater importance than that
which relates to Florida as a whole.
At the last session of the Legislature Senator Branch and
Representatives Moody, Johnson, Gleaton, Darby, Pittman,
Elliott, Mashburn and Getzen introduced companion bills which
became a law authorizing the County Commissioners of any
county to create a County Historical Commission; and several
Florida counties now have such commissions. The organization and operation of the Hillsborough County Historical Commission is described in this Quarterly, the issue of October, 1952.
The Florida Historical Society earnestly urges its members
throughout the State to consider the advisability of establishing such a commission in their counties. Doubtless there are a
number of counties in which one would be successful. Will you
not read the law and discuss such a project with others who
might be interested.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF
FLORIDA:
Section 1. The County Commissioners of any county within the State
of Florida are hereby authorized to create a Historical Commission for
their particular county. Such Commission shall be known as the County
Historical Commission. It shall consist of not more than ten members, or
fewer than five members, all of whom except one shall be selected by the
County Commissioners. The Clerk of the Circuit Court of such county
shall be a member of the Historical Commission and shall be its Secretary.
One or more members of the Board of County Commissioners may also
be selected to serve on the Historical Commission.
In selecting citizens to serve on the Historical Commission the Board of
County Commissioners shall consider the interest of such citizens in the
history and cultural lore and development of the county.
Section 2. The Chairman of the County Historical Commission shall
be named by the County Commissioners. The members of the Historical
Commission shall receive no compensation.
Section 3. As soon as practicable after said Commission has been
created by appropriate action of the Board of County Commissioners the
said Commission shall meet at an appropriate place and shall arrange a
time for holding regular meetings of the Commission, and for such other
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meetings as shall be necessary and it may adopt such rules of organization
and procedure as it may deem necessary and determine the duties of its
members and employees. The Commission may, when necessary, appoint
a Clerk to be known as “County Historian”.
Section 4. It shall be the duty of such commission to collect, arrange,
record and preserve historical material and data, including books, pamphlets, maps, charts, manuscripts, family histories, U. S. census records,papers
and other objects and material illustrative of and relating to the history
of such county and of Florida; to procure and preserve narratives of the
early pioneers, their exploits, perils, privations and achievements; to collect
material of every description relative to the history of its Indian tribes and
wars, and relative to its soldiers, its schools and its churches.
Section 5. Such Commission may upon its own initiative or upon
petition of municipalities or historical societies, mark by proper monuments,
tablets or markers, the location of forts, Indian mounds or other places
in such county where historical events have occurred.
Section 6. The Clerk of the Circuit Court of such County, shall file
and record, without charge, in a book or books which shall be furnished
such Clerk by the said Board of County Commissioners all such historical
material and data that said Commission may direct to be filed and recorded.
Section 7. The Board of County Commissioners of such County is
hereby authorized to pay the expenses of such Commission out of the
General Fund of the County, but such expenses shall not at any time
exceed three thousand dollars per annum for counties with 200,000
population, or more, and $1500.00 for counties with less population.
Section 8. The Board of County Commissioners of such county are
hereby authorized to provide suitable and adequate space as a repository
for the findings, collections and other material of the said Historical
Commission.
Section 9. All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

A revised and enlarged List of National Archive Microfilm
Publications (98 pages, listing reproductions of more than three
million pages of records) is now available. These contain documentation on many subjects of United States history; also economics, public administration, political science, law, and ethnology, with explanatory notes. Copies can be obtained at small
cost from The National Archives, Washington.
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